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There aren’t many places you can turn today without 
hearing that term. What does a connected home truly 
mean, though? In its current evolutionary state, it still 
means different things to different people and industries. In 
different ways, it is helping shape communication 
protocols, standards and interoperability frameworks. 

Let’s attempt to demystify what a truly connected home 
means. In the simplest sense, the connected home is an 
environment, where devices seamlessly communicate with 
each other to create one cohesive ecosystem that 
successfully saves individual time, effort, energy and 
money. The connected home can also do wonders for the 
environment and sustainability.

Let’s look at an end customer use case for a connected 
home. Picture this - you wake up in the morning to your 
Android phone’s alarm interrupting a wonderful dream. 
The temperature in your home is at a comfortable 72 
degrees, just the way you like it. 15 minutes before, your 
smartphone has communicated to your thermostat that it 
was time for you to wake up to kick start that HVAC 
system. While you wearily trudge across the bedroom, 
your coffee maker has already been alerted that you will 
be down in 30 minutes, and it starts brewing your favourite 
cup of Joe. The lights in the kitchen turn on when they 
sense you leaving the bedroom upstairs, and make your 
way down to the kitchen. 

The connected home



The home alarm system that auto turned on when you hit 
your bed is now disarmed, so you can grab your coffee 
and head straight out the door to pick up the morning 
paper and ease yourself in for the rest of the day. You use 
an app on your phone that turns on your connected home 
theatre system to listen to your favourite tunes, and head 
upstairs. The sensors pick up that you’re moving back 
upstairs and reroute the music to the speakers in your 
bedroom, and then to your bathroom, as you shower. Walk 
out, and the music is back in your bedroom, and gets 
transferred to your car as soon as you get in. Your alarm 
system arms itself once you leave your driveway and is 
ready to trigger alerts if it detects specific intrusions or 
movement that you have pre-programmed. While at work, 
your thermostat has detected you’re away and has 
switched to energy conservation mode. When you’re on 
your way back, the GPS unit in your car communicates 
with your thermostat and home alarm indicating an 
estimated arrival time. The systems at your home program 
themselves to turn off the alarm and keep the house at a 
toasty 72 degrees when you walk in.

Excited? This is just a glimpse of what the connected 
home can be, and is only the tip of the iceberg. Studies 
indicate that the average US home today has around five 
or more connected devices. This is set to exponentially 
increase and there’s no stopping the kind of devices that 
can be connected to this wonderful mesh of automation. 
Throw in the smartphone and wearable devices, and the 
opportunities are virtually endless.  



Surprisingly enough, the connected home doesn’t stop 
within the boundaries of the home, but goes well beyond 
it. Tapping in to utility grids, for example, can help 
consumers save considerable amounts of money during 
peak utilization bands, and is great from a global energy 
conservation perspective as well. Tie all of these elements 
into a palatable way for users to monitor consumption and 
usage patterns. Smart decisions based on individual 
needs will help convert each installation into a tailor-made 
solution with specific benefits in mind. The smart home of 
a foodie should be very different from that of, say, a media 
junkie or a hard core gamer. It’s this specific versatility to 
customize that allows for a plethora of ideas and endless 
possibilities.

While the excitement, buzz and possibilities around the 
connected home are very real, there is also the very real 
risk of security and privacy breaches. How much 
information is too much, and what are we truly giving up 
to gain what we are being promised? The lack of a 
standard or framework that governs all of this makes the 
cause for concern even more real. There is no real one 
solution that will help answer all the concerns that are 
prevalent. However, it is promising to see that almost 
every big wig in the industry today is throwing their hat in 
the connected home ring. 



From Google’s acquisition of smart thermostat 
manufacturer Nest Labs, Netgear’s acquisition of 
DropCam and Vuzone respectively, Apple’s Home Kit SDK 
for connected devices, Qualcomm’s stab at creating a new 
standard for connected devices to Nest, Samsung, ARM 
and  four others creating the “Thread” protocol for direct 
device-to-device communication - they are all jumping on 
the connected home bandwagon (and rightfully so). The 
industry is still scrambling to catch up to the evolution 
curve of technology and these items will be top priority to 
drive mainstream adoption and exponential growth.

Clearly, a connected home spells comfort, security, and 
efficiency with minimum human intervention. Some say the 
future is already here and connected homes are playing 
catch up, while others say connected homes are still a 
distant glimmer in the potential that the future holds. Either 
way, the connected home is here to stay and the best is 
most certainly, yet to come.
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